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These telegrams were supplemented by a further
communication dated the day before yesterday,, which
said that Fabrice should keep up the relations that
had been established with Cluseret, and should try to
ascertain whether he was of opinion that in case of the
disarmament of the city and its non-occupation by the
Versailles troops it could be garrisoned by our soldiers.
If that were the case it would be desirable to make a
serious endeavour to mediate with Versailles. Com-
munal independence, after the fashion of the Prussian
municipal regulations, was not in itself an unreasonable
demand, if no efforts were made to secure communistic
adjuncts. Perhaps it would be possible to sever the
reasonable communal movement from the international
one. If in doing this we succeeded in occupying Paris
with the approval of the two parties, guaranteeing com-
munal independence until the French had come to an
understanding among themselves, and intervening with
a strong hand in restoring domestic peace in France,
we should improve our own position and gain fresh
securities against possible bad faith at Versailles. In
these circumstances Fabrice was to avoid taking sides
in any way against the Parisians.

The despatch mentioned in the last telegram of the
27th of ApriJ, which was to be forwarded by courier on
the same day, began by referring to a telegram from
Fabrice, according to which Favre begged in a formal
Note that the French troops might be permitted to pass
through our lines over the Northern Eailway and force
their way into Paris; further, that the German military
authorities should call upon the insurgents to disarm
the enceinte, in accordance with the Convention of the
28th of January; and, finally, that the French army
might be permitted to pass through the district and